
CITYOFSEQUIM

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

VIRTUAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 9, 2020

WORK SESSION

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, held a work session using
videoconferencing and teleconferencing on Monday, November 9, 2020. The meeting
was called to order at 5:00 p.m., with Mayor William Armacost presiding. Deputy Mayor
Tom Ferrell and Councilors Sarah Kincaid, Mike Pence, Dennis Smith, Brandon Janisse

and Keith Larkin were in attendance. City Manager Charlie Bush was present. The
meeting was quorate.

Meeting with State Legislators and Sequim School Board on Legislative Priorities

Washington State Representative Steve Thraringer and State Senator Kevin Van De

Wege, 24^^ District, addressed the Council and members of the Sequim School Board
and school district staff. Sequim School District’s acting superintendent, Jane Pryne,
school board president Brandino Gibson and vice-president Eric Pickens, and directors
Jim Stoffer and Larry Jeffryes also were present. Sequim’s state lobbyist Davor Gjurasic
was in attendance.

Representative Thraringer and Senator Van De Wege discussed issues, funding needs
and budgetary impacts related to the Covid pandemic. Broadband connectivity efforts
gain in importance due to increased reliance on the internet, Mr. Thraringer said.
Transportation and other capital projects, including projects related to schools should
continue to be priorities despite reduced revenue availability, he said. Federal economic

stimulus funding might be available for projects that are ready for construction. Remote
state legislative sessions held due to social distancing requirements will limit the business
that can be conducted. Greater focus can be given to budgetary concerns.

At 5:59 p.m.. Mayor Armacost announced adjournment of the work session.

CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met virtually using videoconferencing
and teleconferencing on Monday, November 9, 2020. The meeting was called to order at
6:00 p.m., with Mayor William Armacost presiding. The meeting was quorate.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Armacost led the flag salute.



ROLL CALL

City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Mayor Armacost, Deputy Mayor Tom Ferrell
and Councilors Sarah Kincaid, Mike Pence, Dennis Smith, Brandon Janisse and Keith

Larkin were present. City Manager Charlie Bush also was present.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

MOTION; Councilor Janisse moved to approve the agenda. Councilor Pence seconded.
The motion was approved by unanimous consent.

The Council approved the final agenda for the November 9, 2020, regular City Council
meeting as presented.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Vicki Lowe, a Sequim resident, stated that Mayor Armacost should not have spoken in
support of the QAnon group during a recent radio show. The group condones
lawlessness, she said.

Josh Sutcliffe, a Port Angeles resident, read the City of Sequim Your Vote is Your Voice
Proclamation. Mr. Sutcliffe authored this proclamation.

Jim Staffer of the Sequim School District thanked the Council for the work session.
Collaboration is important, he said.

Wren Fierro-Burdick, a Sequim resident, said she is alarmed by the number of COVID-
19 cases in Clallam County. Wearing a mask is a simple measure to prevent virus
transmission, and mask requirements should be aggressively enforced.

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

Hannah Hampton, the Council’s youth representative, reported on ways student
leadership is working to keep people connected during the Covid pandemic, such as a
virtual talent show and drive through Halloween festivities. Adapting to virtual learning
has been challenging. She answered Council questions.

CONSENT AGENDA

City Clerk McMillon read the consent agenda.



MOTION: Councilor Smith moved to approve the consent agenda. Deputy Mayor
Ferrell seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The Council approved:

1. Claim Vouchers Totaling $463,075.93

2. Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting September 28, 2020

3. AB 20-083 Interlocal Agreement for Emergency Vehicle Operations Course
(EVOC)

4. AB 20-084 Ratification of Amendment to the Collective Bargaining
Agreements for Police Contracts

5. AB 20-088 Shipley Center Report for 2020 Compensation

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 20-079 Public Hearing on Ordinance 2020-009 Amending SMC Chapter 20.01 Public
Hearing Continued to November 23, 2020 Meeting

Mayor Armacost announced the public hearing is continued until the November 23, 2020,
regular Sequim City Council meeting.

AB 20-078 Public Hearing on 2021 Budget and Budget Review

At 6:21 p.m.. Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on the 2021 budget. Director of
Administrative Services Sue Hagener provided a presentation on budget goals, priorities
and programs. Due to a healthy mix of revenue sources, strong reserves, and decisions
that reduced expenses, the City is in stable financial condition despite the impact of the
Covid pandemic. She reviewed some planned expenditures.

Mayor Armacost opened the floor to the public. Michael Smith, a representative of the
Shipley Center, a Sequim senior services provider, said the City of Sequim’s annual
funding amount of $10,000 greatly supports the senior center.

Hearing no further staff presentation or public comment. Mayor Armacost closed the
public hearing at 6:47 p.m.

Councilors discussed the City’s financial support of the Clallam County Economic
Development Council (EDC). Councilor Janisse stated he would like to see greater
economic development activity in Sequim and better results. Deputy Mayor Ferrell
expressed his support for continued funding for the EDC. The group has provided a high
level of assistance during the pandemic, and economic development takes time. City
Manager Bush said he is looking forward to working with the EDC on deliverables.



AB 20-082 Public Hearing on Revenue Sources for 2021 Budget and Resolution Setting
Property Tax Levy for 2021

At 7 p.m., Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on revenue sources for the 2021

budget, including the property tax levy rate for 2021.

Deputy Director of Administrative Services Connie Anderson provided an overview of
property taxes. Councils are permitted only a 1% levy rate increase without a popular
vote. Staff is recommending the Council approve the 1% to keep pace with the increased
cost of providing services.

Mayor Armacost opened the floor to public comment, and hearing none, closed the public
hearing at 7:08 p.m.

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to adopt the resolution authorizing the Regular
Property Tax Levy for 2021 and authorizing the 1% increase in the regular property tax
levy. Councilor Smith seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor,  1 against. Motion carried. Mayor
Armacost, Deputy Mayor Ferrell and Councilors Kincaid, Smith, Pence and Larkin voted
in favor. Councilor Janisse voted against.

The Council approved Resolution R2020-23 authorizing an increase in the regular
property tax levy. The dollar amount of the increase over the actual levy amount from the
previous year shall be $16,117, which is a percentage increase of 1% from the previous
year.

AB 20-085 Public Hearing on Ordinance Setting 2021 Rates and Fees Including Utility
Rates

At 7:10 p.m.. Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on a proposed ordinance setting
rates and fees for 2021.

Administrative Services Director Hagener said a utility rate study recommended
increasing water rates by 4% and sewer rates by 2% as well as other changes, but the
Council approved suspending all rate changes in 2021, so no increases are presented.
Staff recommends following the utility rate study’s recommendation of eliminating
multipliers of more than 1.5 for customers located outside of city limits. The Council
discussed the multiplier and the possibility of lowering or eliminating it. City Engineer Matt
Klontz said 1.5 is consistent with other jurisdictions. The cost of providing service to out
of city users is greater.

Mayor Armacost opened the floor to public comment, and hearing none, closed the public
hearing at 7:46 p.m.

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to adopt the ordinance establishing 2021 rates
and fees as presented. Councilor Smith seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 1 against. Motion
carried. Mayor Armacost, Deputy Mayor Ferrell and Councilors Kincaid, Smith, Pence
and Larkin voted in favor. Councilor Janisse voted against.


